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HEAD COACH BILL SNYDER


Opening remarks: “Thank you to the AT&T Cotton Bowl Classic.  We’re honored to be here and compete against a tremendous football program and team in the University of Arkansas.  We’re honored that AT&T, Rick Baker and the entire selection committee chose Kansas State.  Our youngsters are pleased, proud and are enjoying the daylights out of themselves, they’ll be dead-tired by game time so it might be a slow game on our part.”

Preparing players in handling the environment at the Cotton Bowl Classic: “Beginning tomorrow night, we’re going to tie them to their bed.  You have to put faith and trust in the young people that you have and hope that they don’t wear themselves out.  I think our guys understand that, we’ve had a lot of dialogue about it.  There’s a lot to see and a lot to do and a lot of activities.  It’s understanding how to pace yourself and still be able to practice well.”

On QB Collin Klein winning All-Purpose Big XII Player of the Year: “I think it’s pretty obvious that is appropriate for him [to win that award].  He’s an awful lot of things.  He’s been very instrumental to whatever degree of success we have had this season.  He maybe doesn’t fit every category but certainly fits an all-purpose category.  He’s a youngster that is deserving of an honor.  As you see across the nation in terms of national media, there’s been recognition virtually the same way and, not sure exactly what category to put him in but they found one and he was honored for it.  He’s a very humble young guy and accepts it quite well, on behalf of his teammates.”

Is there a recipe of success in reviving this Kansas State program? “Just have good people around you, a great university and wonderful community.  Kansas State University is about people.  I have been blessed and fortunate to always have quality people, good people, caring people, genuine people.  Not that other schools don’t, I’m not saying that.  I don’t think there’s a secret to that or anything else. It’s just that I’ve been blessed and fortunate to have quality people around me: players, coaches, support staff, administration, following.  The last time we were here, the numbers are debated somewhat, but if anyone was here at that time they know it was almost exclusively purple and we had somewhere in the vicinity of 55,000 people here from Kansas State.  That’s the kind of following we have.  That’s very beneficial to our program and any other program for that matter.”
Evaluation of Arkansas QB Tyler Wilson and receiving corps as a whole:

“Tyler is a very talented young guy, I think everybody knows that.  If you follow him, you’re quite aware of that, he’s a tremendously gifted young guy.  I think he has a great command of their offense.  I think he understands it very well and works through progressions extremely well.  He seems like a very physically and mentally tough young guy, can run if he has to, and obviously very very accurate.  He has a nice touch on the ball and puts it in places that make it hard for defenses to get to.  I think that’s why he’s been so successful.  The receiving corps is probably as good as anyone I’ve seen.  There’s a tremendous amount of speed, tremendously elusive, catch the ball well and seem to have an excellent working relationship with their quarterback.”

How does it feel being the oldest coach in Division One football with all the hours and demands, how much longer to you think you’ll coach? “It’s day-by-day.  When you’re my age, who knows what tomorrow brings.  I don’t know how long this will go.  I’m not only the oldest coach in the world, I might be the oldest person in the world.  In reference to your question, I don’t any other way to do it, if I could do it differently I would probably would, but it is what it is.  I came back to Kansas State, again, because of the people, and hope to be able to soothe the waters at Kansas State University with the tremendous alumni base that we have and hopefully we’re closing in on that.”

Satisfaction after starting the season with low expectations: “I’m pleased with where we are.  We would have liked to have won the other two ball games.  One of them, we played very poorly and really had no chance to win it.  One of them we had the opportunity, it went to the last play of the ball game, we had an opportunity to win.  What really satisfies me more than anything else is whether or not our football program gets better and the young people in our program improve on a regular basis in a variety of different arenas, not just football.  That’s what I gauge my satisfaction on and I feel very good about this football team and the progress they’ve made and the fact they continually improve themselves on and off the field in a variety of different ways.   They’re good young people and they make me proud.”
Preparing for game with Arkansas’s two new coordinators: “It creates more problems for us that put you in position to not be able to focus on how they call, tendencies with down-and-distance.  It also creates issues schematically, just exactly what a coordinator will bring in and be what they’ll be able to implement in their offense or defense in the preparation time they have.  It means that you basically have to expand your preparation and in doing so it may take away a little time and effort you can direct-react, it may be a smaller package that you might have had if the coordinators had stayed in place.”

On Jordy Nelson’s success in the NFL and walk-on success in the Kansas State program: “I think we’ve been known to a certain extent to be able to bring in guys in our program that are not highly-recruited and have had the good fortune and blessing to have some wonderful young people join our program eventually earn scholarships and go on to become very successful at our level and so many have gone on to the NFL and had great success, Jordy certainly exemplifies that.  Jordy came to us as a defensive back as a walk-on in our program and really did a wonderful job for us.  He’s an excellent person, wonderful young man and we moved him from the safety position to wide receiver position and he became a very talented player for us.  As I said, we have a number of young guys, OL B.J. Finney is just one of a number of walk-ons we have in our program, DE Jordan Voelker is a starter on the other side of the ball who walked-on in our program.  
How big of a role has Director of Strength and Conditioning Chris Dawson played in your success and how has he affected the culture in the weight room? “We’ve always had very talented strength and conditioning coaches as we have on-field position coaches.  Chris has done a wonderful job for us.  He is a young person we love to have in our program.  He’s very committed to what he does, he works diligently and very hard at what he does.  He brings a good deal of discipline to our program and our youngsters have great respect for him.  That’s a vital element of working with young people 18-23 years of age.  He’s been super.”
Philosophy regarding recruiting from junior colleges: “We’ve had a lot of youngsters that have helped our program that have come from community colleges or have been transfer students, as well as high school youngsters.  My feeling is a lot of people might stigmatize a youngster that has gone through a community college, ‘baggage,’ etc., there must have been a problem or he wouldn’t have gone to community college.  I don’t necessarily see it that way.  A good person is a good person and a bad person is a bad person.  We have good young guys from high school and community college transfers as I’ve indicated and that’s what’s important to us; people that fit the values that are significant to our football program.  Values in terms of how they conduct themselves, how they handle themselves, what kind of work ethic they have, how they carry responsibility, their accountability factor, toughness and discipline, all those kind of things become significant to us and regardless of what level of education you come from.” 
Experiencing exciting games from the sidelines and how it will help Friday: “It probably doesn’t help my health much at all so I have to have a cardiac surgeon close by at every one of our ball games.  I’ve been doing this for an awful long time, so it seems as though there have been a lot of very close ball games in the season, but we’ve played a lot of close ball games over the years, certainly not as many as we have this year.  I’m proud of our youngsters, I’m proud of our coaches because it indicates some of those values we hold so dear, the discipline and the toughness, to come back from adversity, to be able to never give in and continue to fight the battle.  That’s really been the case with this football team throughout the year and I’m proud of them.
On LB Alex Hrebec and his senior leadership: “Alex was a captain for us and lost his starting job.  He played a great deal last year and started for us.  He has been an amazing young man.  When I say ‘lost his starting job,’ he’s still a very very fine player, he cares, he exemplifies what we like for our program to be all about.  He’s there every single day, he does everything that he can to try and help his teammates, he is a legitimate team player.  He genuinely cares and will do anything in the world for his teammates and is a very, very unselfish guy and I admire him and he will be a very success human being.”

History with Bobby Petrino and opinion of his coaching style: “I talked to Bobby on the telephone prior to this ball game but I have not had any other contacts with him.  Obviously, in regards to his coaching talents, he’s been very successful. He’s put together two back-to-back 10-win seasons and has had success through his coaching career.  He’s a very talented coach, I respected immensely what he’s done.”

What is it like coaching in a stadium named after you and driving on a highway named after you? “They make me go out on the highway and pick up trash.  I’m the guy walking down there with a bag 20 miles or so.  I try not to think about it a great deal, I’m humbled by it, obviously.  I think when you step on the game field for practice or a game, it’s the furthest thing from your mind.  I reiterate what I’ve said so many times, they wanted to do that as part of my retirement and I said that would be fine, but it’s a necessity that you add the word family.  Family, the implication of family, means, certainly all my family, but collectively it means the Kansas State family.  The people.  I always go back to the people of Kansas State and how truly special they are and how wonderful we’ve been treated in my tenure there.  I wanted the stadium to carry that implication, it’s about all the K-Staters across the country and across the world that have been so special to our program.”
On QB Sam Johnson, Scout Player of the Year: “Sam is a wonderful youngster and again, embodies all those values that I’ve mentioned.  He works the scout squad, he’s undersize, but he’s an amazing young guy and he works so diligently at it.  He takes his role so very seriously.  He realizes the value in assisting our defense to prepare for each opponent that we play.  My office overlooks the stadium and after practice the lights will be on and they’ll try to turn the lights off everybody will be off the field and I go into my office and put tape on and look out the window and there’s Sam out there all by himself, sometimes he’ll coax somebody, depends on what the weather is like, he’ll be out there throwing to them.  If there’s no one else out there he’ll be working on his drops and his footwork.  He’ll stay out as long as a half-hour after practice sometimes just to do that.”
On Kansas State flattery from Charlie Weiss: “I appreciate anybody that says anything kindly about Kansas State.”
How much of a lift was OL Zach Hanson’s contribution this season: “I think tremendously since we lost our starting left tackle so early in the season.  For Zach to step in and accept that role and continue to improve and have some limitations that some of the things he could do through the course of the season in practice speaks volumes about his worthiness as a member of our football team.  I think he provides good leadership for our offensive line in particular and helps draw them together.”
QB COLLIN KLEIN

On playing in Cowboys Stadium: “It’s definitely a great facility, but the field’s exactly the same and that’s the most important thing and we’re fortunate and blessed to have the opportunity to come and play here.” 
Balance between fun and work in playing a bowl game: “We’re enjoying our time together.  The AT&T Cotton Bowl has done an excellent job lining up a great schedule for us.  We’re just all very grateful that we have the opportunity to be invited.”

On the Arkansas defense: “They’re a solid team across the board. Great team speed, do a lot of different things to keep you off balance.  They’re coaches put them in positions to succeed, we just have to be able to execute Friday.”
On Comparing to Big XII opponents: “Very similar in some respects, they do some different things as well. Again, it’s about how we execute our game plan and being able to do it when we need it.  I would say they’re defensive front is similar to Oklahoma.  They’re great players, we just have to be able to execute.”
On what the season has been like for him: “It’s been a journey, I’ve learned a lot, I’ve been able to grow and improve through it and continue to improve to this day.  I’m just so grateful and blessed to be a part of this K-State family and be able to contribute to what we have accomplished this year.”

LB ARTHUR BROWN
On the Arkansas offense:

“They are a versatile offense that has a lot of great athletes including the quarterback, wide receivers and running back.  It’s going to be a great matchup against our defense.  I’m grateful for the opportunity.”

Preparation for the pass defense:

“We know it’s going to be a challenge.  We take nothing lightly.  We know they’re capable of playing a balanced game so we know we’re going to have to stop the run and definitely make them pass really deep and prepare as well as we can to stop that.”

On Coach Snyder:

“I have a lot of respect for Coach Snyder.  He’s definitely a father-figure to me and a lot of players on this team.  He treats us as such.  He cares a lot more about our character as people rather than our status as players.  That’s a great characteristic of Coach.”

WR CHRIS HARPER
Being at the AT&T Cotton Bowl: “I’m really excited to be here.  The experience has been great so far.  They had a lot of stuff for us to do.  A lot of guys are really excited about being here.”

Matchup against Arkansas: “It’s a great team.  They played the top two teams in the country.  They’re really competitive and we’re real anxious to get out there and get it going in the game.  When playing teams from another conference you can’t compare what they are like.  We haven’t played an SEC team before and we don’t know what their speed is like or how big the guys are on the field.  You can only see so much on film.  It’s totally different on the field.  You can watch film as long as you want to, but you’ve got to see it on the field to realize what it’s like.”
FS TYSYN HARTMAN
Preparing for the Arkansas offense: “It’s very intense.  They have that offense where they want to check the ball pretty much every down.  They have the capability to do it.  They have lots of great talent at receiver, the best punt returner in the nation in WR Joe Adams and he’s out there catching passes and making plays on offense, as well.  The quarterback is very accurate and spreads the ball out well to those guys.  They have a lot of weapons on offense and the quarterback does a great job getting it to them.”
WLB TRE WALKER

Attitude about preparing for the game: It’s time to go to work.  We definitely can’t forget what got us here, that was hard work and determination.  Like they say, ‘work hard, play hard.’  Right now we’ve got to work hard and later on we’ll play hard.”
On Coach Snyder: 

“We get some down time and relax with him a little bit but when he means business, we all know.  He’s taught us well, we’ll be just fine.”

On Excitement about the only Big XII/SEC matchup:

“There’s a lot of excitement.  It’s a time to show that we can play ball in the Big XII.  I know a lot of people are running with that Big XII/SEC thing.  The biggest thing to just to relax and realize what got us here.  It’s time to play ball.  They’re a great team from the SEC, we’re a great team from the Big XII, I’m just excited and ready from the matchup.

What did you learn playing in the Pinstripe Bowl last year that’s helping you here? “We learned a lot.  Definitely, you can’t forget what got you there and our discipline.  You’ve got to be a disciplined team.  You’ve got to wrap-up, you’ve got to tackle.  Teams that tackle in bowl games win games.  That’s the biggest thing with our defense.  We’ve got to tackle well, we’ve got to make those plays that will help us win the game.”
DT RAPHAEL GUIDRY
Preparing for his final game: “There’s a lot of excitement.  I won’t realize it until probably the day before the game, that this is it.  I had a lot of fun at Kansas State.  I had my ups and downs and it’s good to eventually have the opportunity to end on a good note.”
RB JOHN HUBERT
Being in the AT&T Cotton Bowl: “It feels really good.  I’m going to have a lot of family and friends coming to watch me play.  The ones that couldn’t make it will be back home watching.  There is a lot of support from my family back home and my K-State family and it feels really good.”

On the 2011 season being beyond expectations: “The beginning of the season started off real slow.  We had some bumps we had to get over.  We never game up.  We got better and we proved a lot of people were wrong about us.  We’d like to stay humble and stay in this position and keep winning and keep getting better and finishing games like we always finish.”

On Playing an SEC team: “We’re very eager.  There’s a lot of talk about Big XII/SEC and which conference is better.  It’s going to be a good game and playing here in Dallas is going to be fun.”
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