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ARKANSAS OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR PAUL PETRINO

Opening Statement: “Before introducing the players, I want to thank the Cotton Bowl has been so awesome to our families already. We are really excited to get to come play in the nicest stadium in the world. All of our players are excited, we are excited and can’t wait to play in Cowboys Stadium.”
On making any changes to offense coming in as offensive coordinator for bowl game: “I think you always bring your own personality (to it). You script plays in practice. So by who is scripting the plays and what you like, there are certain things that (former offensive coordinator) Garrick (McGee) maybe liked a little bit more and there are some things I like a little bit more. Nothing big and drastic, but there might be some things here and there that are different.”
On Tyler Wilson’s last record setting performance at Cowboys Stadium against Texas A&M: “That was a heck of a game. That was special. Jarius (Wright) put on a show that day. That was a great performance. Hopefully we can do the same thing just start off that way.”
On what stands out about Kansas State defense: “They get turnovers, that is what scares you. I think they do a great job in the secondary. They have excellent ball skills. They go play the ball in the air. Their corners cheat and go jump stuff and go for interceptions. Their safeties do a good job if you miss on a throw, throw it high or if it gets tipped they are going to pick it off. And I think their middle linebacker No. 4 (Arthur Brown) is a really good football player.”

On what  is most impressive about Kansas State MLB Arthur Brown: “He has good instincts. He plays hard. He just makes plays. He makes plays all over the field. He is a good football player.”
On importance of offensive balance with running and passing game: “I think we are going to do a good job in the running game. And again, I think the more important word than balance is to make them defend both. As long as they have to defend the run and the pass then you are in good shape. You just have to take advantage of whatever they are giving you. But you have to make them defend both the run and the pass and it doesn’t necessarily be balanced but you have to make them defend both.”


On easier transition in coming back to Arkansas after already being there previously: “I just got right in there and started practicing. It has been a lot of fun. It has been exciting. Again it is 


good to be back around all these players that I was around as freshmen and sophomores. Now they are older junior and seniors so it has been really exciting.
“The first day I was back on the field, it didn’t feel like I had been gone that long because I know all the players, the ones that are playing. I know all the players and coached them all before and so that made it a lot easier to get going.”
On importance of bowl practice for the younger players: “That is always important. I think that is why a lot of your top teams stay as the top teams year in and year out because they get all that extra practice in every year. You always keep the young guys out there afterwards. You do individual, you do seven-on-seven, you do team so it is big. It is a real big thing getting those younger players to know the offense in and out. It is like an extra spring ball for all of them.”

WR JOE ADAMS


On what makes the Arkansas wide receiving corps different than others in the nation: “We aren’t selfish. We pride ourselves on making big plays and helping each other make big plays. If Jarius (Wright) makes a big play we want to make sure we make our blocks to make sure he gets in (for a touchdown).”

On the experience at the Cotton Bowl: “The week has been great. I have been enjoying all the time I have with my teammates. We are off from school so we don’t have that part of it. We have just been keeping each other smiling, having the entertainment they have set up for us. So we have been enjoying that.”

On balancing fun of bowl game with preparation for game: “We know the focus is on winning the game. That is the main focus. We just stick with each other, laugh and just try to keep everybody in a good mood.”

On whether the Cotton Bowl feels like a BCS game: “The atmosphere and the surroundings (feel like a BCS game). We look at it as a BCS game. We are No. 6 and they are No. 8. We didn’t make it to the BCS, but we are two top-10 teams.”

On whether players get into the matchup of SEC vs. Big 12: “No we don’t get into that. We just let that handle itself. We just go out and play our game. Once the game starts, the Big 12 and the SEC goes out of the window. It is guys against guys.”
OL ALVIN BAILEY

On practices leading up to the bowl game: “Anytime you are in bowl practice it is hard because the game is so far away. But it is very exciting to get down here and take part in all the events leading up to the game. And of course the game is the most exciting game. It is good that we are getting closer to the game. We are ready to play.”
On Joe Adams: “Since I’ve been here, Joe has been electrifying. He is a likable guy, everybody likes him. Anytime he gets the ball, everybody knows he is liable to take it to the house. He is very exciting and we all like playing with him. He is a good guy. He likes to crack a joke or two.”

On senior class: “We want to send them out on a high note with a bowl win. A lot of those guys, they have been here a long time. They have done a lot with the time they have had here. I am proud of them and I want to send them out with a win.”
On possibility of winning 11th game: “That is one of our goals to win that 11th game. Last year we had an opportunity to do it but we couldn’t do it. So this year, we have been working hard and that has been something we have looked back to. We had an opportunity to last year and we didn’t take it. This year we are looking forward to going out there and trying to get that 11th win.”

TE CHRIS GRAGG

On Razorback career so far: “It has gone by real fast. I have had a great time and I’m still having a great time.”
On the thoughts of hometown teammates Jarius Wright and Greg Childs moving on next year: “I am happy for those guys. I saw those guys grow up. I see how hard they work. All their hard work is paying off and I am happy for them. 
“They have been a good example. They have broken records here (Arkansas) and have made all kinds of plays for the Arkansas Razorbacks. I am glad to be friends with them.”

On playing again in Cowboys Stadium: “We do treat Cowboys Stadium as our third home stadium. It is great to be here. It is one of the best venues for sports in all the world. We are playing a great team in Kansas State. Hopefully it is going to be fun.”

On evolving role at tight end as the season progressed: “I just think I got more comfortable as the year went along. I finally started to get some confidence in me and I started making plays for the team. I think I grew a lot as the season moved along.”
QB TYLER WILSON

On comparisons of SEC vs. Big 12: “We played Texas A&M, a Big 12 opponent earlier in the year that is coming in the SEC. You kind of got to see what the caliber of the opponent is and it is really similar. Their playing styles are similar. It is a little more pass heavy in the Big 12 and you can see that in the numbers. Obviously it is a great opponent that is well coached. We are going to get their best shot.”

On number of playmakers on offense: “Yes, I have a few of them. It is nice to play quarterback in an offense like this when you have multiple guys around you like Jarius (Wright), Joe (Adams) and really all the guys that are here (in the press conference) and are not here that really can make plays for you and make your job easy.”
On whether those playmakers allow you to take more chances offensively: “You have guys that can go up and make plays for you. You have to understand the situation of the game and when you can and can’t take chances like that. Obviously we those type of weapons you tend to let your guys make plays for you.”
On what team Kansas State resembles that Arkansas has played: “With them all, there is a little bit of difference. There is not one team that comes to mind. I think everyone has a little different tendencies. They remind me of K-State.”

On Kansas State’s ability to win games late: “Obviously they have figured out a way of to battle and they understand how to win games late in the game when it is all on the line. Obviously you would like to find a way to not have them in the game so late. But we have done the same thing as well. We won a game late against (Texas) A&M. We won a game late against Vanderbilt and 
Ole Miss. Both teams understand what it takes to win games deep in the game. Obviously we would like to get off to a fast start and not be in that situation.”

On Kansas State secondary: “Their cornerbacks and safeties are really good with the ball. They handle the ball really well. They react to it in tipped ball situations and that stuff. They are also very aggressive.”
WR JARIUS WRIGHT

On how special this is for group of 12 Arkansas seniors: “Playing for Arkansas for the seniors that are in the state means that much more. Other guys might be seniors and might be in, but we are representing the state. We take pride in representing our state. When we were freshmen and came and decided to come in that is what we said. We said instead of taking our talents elsewhere and playing for another state, let’s all stay at Arkansas and see how good we can make Arkansas. That is one thing we decided on and have a lot of pride in representing our state.”

On playing here: “I love everything about playing in Dallas and being able to play in Dallas (Cowboys) Stadium. First off is it is right here by Arkansas. It is about five hours from my hometown (Warren, Ark.). So first of all friends and family get to come watch me play in this great stadium. Just to give them a chance for them to come in this great stadium and watch me play here is just amazing.”

On importance of win: “It is real important to come away with a win. We always talk about as a team to come out of here with an 11th win. We also always talk about setting up the team for next year to come ranked in the top five. A win on Friday would be very big.” 
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