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ARKANSAS HEAD COACH BOBBY PETRINO
Opening Statement: “We are excited to be here in Dallas. Our players always like coming here and they had a great time when we came here earlier in the year. I think that game was really something that helped this football team. When we went into halftime down 18 points, we found great leadership from our seniors and a group of guys that really showed tremendous amount of competitive spirit. We found a way to win the game. I really felt that was a turning point for our season and something we built on as the year went on.

“We know we will have a great week down here. Rick Baker and his staff do an absolutely great job. We are excited for the matchup. We are excited to play Kansas State. When you watch the video on them they are very well coached. They have really good players. They run a great offense and play really good defense. We have to make sure we take care of the ball on offense, because they have done a great job of living on turnovers and situation plays. They have made a lot of plays when it really counted. We have to do a really good job in those situations. 

“Obviously we have to do a good job of trying to control their great quarterback. His ability to run and pass and is a great challenge for our defense. 

“We are really looking forward to the game and we will have a good week of preparation and get ready for the (Jan.) 6th.” 


On what is it like for team to play in Cowboys Stadium: “It is really an amazing place. The first year we came down to play Texas A&M, we came over on Friday early, asked them to turn on the Jumbotron and they played highlights of the Cowboys’ games. We tried to get the awe out of our players. It is almost impossible to be on the sideline and coaching your players and not have them look up at that big Jumbotron.

“It was a great event (Welcome Party) last night. I think that was something that was a great event for our football team and our families. Certainly you saw the people who haven’t been here before were amazed at the great stadium we have. We couldn’t be more happy to come down here and play again.”

(Thoughts on Kansas State Head Coach Bill Snyder and his career): “Obviously, I don’t know Coach Snyder real well, but I have watched him from afar. I was amazed at the job he did the first time he was at Kansas State, how he really turned that program around and put them on the 

map. He retired. He saw the program go down and then he came back and did it (returned to success) in such a short period of time. He is a great football coach. He is really a credit to our profession the way he operates and does everything right. The only thing I can say, is that I don’t think I will be doing this when I am 72 (years old).”

(On how team handled long break between last game and the Cotton Bowl)
“It is always a great challenge getting ready for bowl games. Forty-two days between games, you have finals, you have all kind of things going on, holidays, so it is always a challenge. Like I have been all year long, I have been impressed with our football team. Our seniors have shown great leadership. We have challenged them to practice hard and practice right. I really feel like they have done that. 

“The young guys have gotten a lot out of the bowl practices. They understand they are competing for how to set the depth for spring ball. (They are) working hard at getting better and they got a lot of good work in and I was happy with that. It is a little different this year in that we had to send them home for Christmas, come back to Fayetteville, practice there for four practices and then come down here yesterday. All in all, I think we have handled it well. I guess we will find out.”

(Thoughts on players focus on winning the game)
“That is what we are striving for. It is like I just said, we just got here so we will find out. I really like the practices we had before we left Fayetteville. I thought our 

guys did a good job, did a good job in the meetings. We have worked hard on our preparation. We have to have good practices here in the next three days. They are really important to us. We need to go out and play well. That is what we are striving for.

It is a big game for us in that we can send our seniors out with a win. We can win 11 games for the first time in a long, long time. And we have a chance to finish in the top five, so it is a big game for us.” 
On senior class and what they have meant to the program: “It is fun for me to see the success that this group has had. That first year we were together, we were not a good football team. We played a really, really tough schedule early in the year, got beat up. But I was impressed with the way we practiced that year. We came to practice with a good attitude. We worked hard. We got better each week. We finished the year with a big win that helped us in recruiting. And then we continued to grow and get better. We have seen seniors have their best year to date as a senior. I 

have been really impressed with them. Something I think they have done for our program is set the standards, how we are going to work, how we are going to work in the off-season and how we are going to practice. Our young guys have been very fortunate to be able to be part of this.”

On comparisons of Kansas State QB Collin Klein to Tim Tebow: “I think you can certainly see some comparisons there. The size and the strength, the ability to break tackles, the ability to win games in the fourth quarter when the game is on the line. The ability to make big throws when the game is on the line. He is a really, really good football player. It is a challenge for us. We look forward to it. We have to do things right. We need to be very, very sound in our gap control. The players have to disciplined with their eyes and make sure we understand what schemes they are trying to run. Then the number one thing we have to do is to play full speed and run to the ball.”

(On playing better on turf vs. grass and on correcting slow starts): “First of all, we play all our home games on turf. That was one of the reasons we put it in. We wanted to have the same surface for all our home stadiums in Fayetteville, in Little Rock and here in Dallas. Because we claim this (Cowboys Stadium) with Jerry Jones, as our home stadium. That was one of the reasons we did that. Our players like playing on it (turf). We are a fast football team so it really helps our timing and everything we do on offense. It helps our speed on defense.

‘What we need to do as far as addressing the issue of not being able to start fast in some of the games this year on the road, is to come out fast.”

(On whether you “lick your chops” when you see a defense (Kansas State) that has struggled against the pass): “No, what we have is a tremendous amount of respect for them. They know how to win games. They know how to make plays when the game is on the line. They do a good job of coming up with pass rushes and certain blitzes in situations. They are a great situation football team. You look at all their wins and everything they have done to win games. They have had stops on fourth and one, hey have had stops on fourth and four, they have had stops on two-point plays. We have to be really on the money in our situation football.”

(On whether Kansas State and its offense resembles more of an SEC team and Arkansas and its offense resemble more of a Big 12 team): “That comparison is up to you all. What we do is we watch all the video. You watch the quality of teams they are playing and how good they are. You see their matchups with Oklahoma, Oklahoma State, we watched the Texas game, (Texas) A&M, we watched the Iowa State game. They play great football. They play teams that are very, very good. I think it is very comparable between the two.”

On importance of special teams in the game: “I think it is important for us that we do a good job on special teams. We certainly won a few games this year where special teams contributed greatly to our success. We feel like we have good specialists in our kicker Zach Hocker and our punter Dylan Breeding and certainly a great returner in Joe Adams and Dennis Johnson. 

“We have to contain them. One of the things that we have done this year is kick the ball well on kickoffs, had good coverage. Sometimes we ask them to kick it into the end zone, sometimes we ask them to get it inside the 10 (yard line). We have had a number of times where we have started with tackling them inside the 20 (yard line) which is one of our goals when we don’t kick it in the end zone. It is a good matchup. The thing is when you watch them on special teams, they are very well coached and they don’t make mistakes.”

On changes on coaching staff and impact on team: “It is certainly something throughout the nation and throughout college football, it is something you wish you could wait until the end of bowl season and then everyone make their changes. You see a number of games going on where you have staffs that aren’t going to be there.


“We are very fortunate in the fact that I was able to bring back a coach who had been with us before, put the offense in, recruited a lot of the players on our team, so we didn’t miss a beat there. He just stepped in and kept going with what we are doing.

“Defensively, we brought in a new coordinator. It has been fun to watch him work. He is a tremendous teacher. He has done a great job with our players in a short period of time. He has worked hard on making it easy for our seniors and the fact that we are using the same terminology that we have been using. He has learned and made the adjustment from the things that he wants to do to put it in our terminology. So I am excited to watch us play.”

(On feel of this game being similar to a BCS bowl game): “Oh certainly. It feels like a great matchup. To be able to have two top-10 teams play, to be in the nicest stadium in the United States, to be hosted by the Cotton Bowl, one of the most traditional bowls there is in a place where the University of Arkansas has been many times is great for our fans. I don’t think we could ask for a better bowl to be in because we come here and our fan base is here and will travel and have a lot of fun.”


(On how you coach to get your team off to faster starts in games): “What we have really done is quit talking about it and then we did it. That has been the way we solved it this year. If you a team that fumbles a lot, the more you talk about it, the more you fumble. So we are done talking about it.” 

(On Jerry Franklin and his career at Arkansas): “He has been a great player for us in four years. I think we kind of take Jerry for granted all the time because he plays every snap, don’t think he has ever been injured, knock on wood. He is in there the whole time. He runs our defense. He is one of the smartest players on our football team. He understands what we are doing on defense. He understands what offenses are trying to do. 

“He has been a player this year that has made plays that have determined outcomes of games. He has been a guy that when we needed a play, when we needed a stop, when we needed a turnover, Jerry has been one of the guys to create that or get the turnover and run one back for a touchdown. You really can’t say enough about Jerry. He has graduated already. I’m very, very proud of him.”

(On have you heard from Jerry Jones and how excited is he to have Arkansas here): “I haven’t heard from Jerry (Jones) leading up to the game. Obviously, he has a big game tonight, so we wish him luck.”

On Knile Davis and what conversations have taken place about his future: “We have had a number of conversations. Obviously Knile would have an opportunity to come out if that is what he so chooses. He is still really determining what he is going to do. Obviously we would love to have him come back and be a guy that who would make a huge impact on our season next year. I think one of the things that I am so proud of our football team is overcoming that injury. We started out in two-a-days and Knile goes down and gets hurt. Our players did a nice job of developing new leadership and covering for him, getting more playmakers so we could make up for the loss of his production.”

On whether he has played out of position (inside vs. outside linebacker) in college and whether he will play outside in the NFL: “I don’t think he played out of position at all. He has been our leading tackler and he runs the show from the middle linebacker spot. You know you never try to anticipate what they are going to do in the NFL and how they are going to move guys around and when they are going to draft them because they always surprise you. I really feel like he will be very successful.”


On national exposure of playing in primetime game vs. traditional early New Year’s Day start time: “I think it is certainly something that excites our football team and our players to know that we are the only thing on at that time. We get to go on national TV and try to put on a show. That is the one thing you try to do as a football player. You put a lot of hard work and dedication into working on your skills and your craft and now you get to go on national TV and display it and have one of your performances. You only get 13 performances all year with all the work and dedication you put into it. We are going to go out there and try to put on a show and play the type of Razorback Football we are capable of playing.”
OT Grant Cook:

On Kansas State defense: “Kansas State is a great team. They play really hard and they never give up. That is a sign of a good defense. They are going to keep coming after you and keep coming after you.”

On confidence of offense: “We have an explosive offense and we know that. We just need to come out here and make sure we take the procedure that we always have for each game and take care of business.”

RB Dennis Johnson:

On Kansas State’s defense: “I see they have athletic players on defense, they like to make plays and they are hungry. They are all good. We just have to play hard.”

On focus of team after not able to play in BCS bowl game: “We all think we should be in the BCS, we lost to the No. 1 and the No. 2 teams in college football. But we are happy to be in this bowl in Jerry Jones’ stadium. We are all just focused on winning this game to show everybody.”

LB Jerry Franklin


On reality of career coming to an end for senior class with this game: “It is starting to set in. When I first came into practice, I said this is the last time. This is the last time for this group of guys. We all came in together. So it will be hard not being able to practice with those guys anymore.”


On playing defense against a running quarterback like Collin Klein: “It really has been kind of them for us this season. A lot of teams are going to a quarterback with a dual-threat capabilities and their quarterback does a great job running the ball. He leads the teams in carries and I believe he leads the team in rushing yards if I am not mistaken. We just need to do a good job of focusing in and trying to stop him.”

WR Cobi Hamilton

On hospitality at Cotton Bowl: “This is one of the nicest stadiums in the country and it is an honor to play here. The people around us are going to make it a great event for us. I’m excited for the game.”

On importance on getting 11th win and sending senior class out with a victory: “It is very important. They kind of started this deal the tradition we have going at Arkansas. It will be great to give those guys like Jarius Wright and Joe Adams to get them going and finish the right way and keep the legacy alive.”

On confidence that comes with playing at Cowboys Stadium before and winning: “It brings great confidence. We came together as a team. We won six or seven straight before the LSU game. We are feeling good with ourselves. We are excited for the game and ready to get going.”

LB Jerico Nelson

On what it would mean to end career with win: “To go out with a win would be a great way to end it. Seeing the seniors that came in together and the process we have gone through together has made us strong as a family off the field and on the field. To see them out here still working doing the same things we do and knowing Friday is our last day, we have no choice but to come out and try to send the seniors out right.”

On Cotton Bowl experience: “So far it has been great. We got here the other night and we had dinner with the other team and were able to watch a nice video on the biggest screen in the world. Today they have a Main Event set up for us. So far it is everything we expected. The gifts are great that we have been getting. We just trying to have fun and come out and try to win this game.”

On the Cowboys Stadium Video board: “Every time I see it amazes me. I can remember earlier in the season I was catching punts in warm ups and I just looked up at it like ‘Wow, it is so big.’ It catches your attention so easy because it is so wide and so big. Some people that came to watch the game said it was so hard to watch the game on the field because the Jumbotron was right there, so they just watched it on there.”
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