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DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR PAUL HAYNES

Opening comments: “Thank you for having me. It is kind of a unique situation for me because it is a lot of firsts. This is my first time to be a part of the legendary Cotton Bowl, which is an awesome experience. It is the first time to compete in Cowboys Stadium is also an awesome experience for me so I am looking forward to it.
“I brought five guys here and what we tried to do was to bring the leaders of our defense. I have been with these guys for about a month. And it is been fun to look at them and see their leadership that they have brought to this team throughout the year. And really I want to thank them again for inviting me in. They have been doing everything I have asked of them and taking it to the team.”

On going against an offense that focuses on winning the time of possession: “That is part of their game is to control the clock. That is one of the things we have to make sure we don’t allow them to. It is like option football. We have to make sure that we are sound and don’t give up big plays. That is kind of a theme. We have to make sure they earn everything. That is kind of the emphasis that we have. They are going to get some plays, but we have to make sure we don’t give them anything cheap.”

On Kansas State QB Collin Klein: “He is the heart of their offense. As he goes, they go. He is a tough kid. When you play against a guy like that, defensively you love to. He is an ultimate competitor and a guy you would love on your football team because you know he is going to give it his all. He has been hit all year but he stays in there. Our guys see that on film so it’s not like we are going to shoulder tackle him. We have to make sure we swarm to the ball and keep putting pressure on him.” 

On how hard transition from one job to another is at this time of season: “For me it is not that hard because I am into it and I am coaching. For my family, it is probably a little bit more difficult. I think the difficult part is that everything was thrust forward as far as getting prepared for a bowl game and getting to know the kids. That is the part of the coaching to me that is very important. The kids have to respect you. The kids have to trust you. The kids have to know you have their best interests for them to want to play hard for you. 
“That part of it, I wouldn’t say is on the back burner, but I am trying to do all those things at once and also prepare for a great team you are about to face. That is probably the challenge and 
the difficult part of it is to make sure I balance those things. But I owe it to the seniors and to this football team to make sure all my efforts are really towards Friday night.”


On what impresses him must about the seniors: “I think for me is just really just how they have embraced me. I sure it is a strange situation for them with having a guy all year and then a guy comes in for just a bowl game. But they have tried to do all the things I have told them to do. I sat down with each position just talking about this is about me, this is how I am, this are what my expectations are and they were all for it. So the things that I sit there a preach, they kind of bring it down to the rest of the team. So the transition has been awesome for me. And it all starts with these guys and how they are and what they are about.”
On whether fans will see something different on defense in this game: “It

depends on how the game goes. We want to play well that is the whole thing. Schematically, I don’t think they will see a whole lot of different type of things because again I didn’t try to come in and change. It wasn’t fair to this football team because now you are talking about mistakes, and mistakes give up big plays. So I wanted to adjust to this team to make sure that the terminology and the defense was intact. If there was something similar that I saw that we could implement or do then that is kind of how we handled things. 
“In any defense, stopping the run is number one, execution and tackling, those are the three things you have to do well. That is kind of my style of football. We just have to make certain we do those things.”  

DE TENARIUS WRIGHT

On whether SEC is a better conference than Big 12: “I’m not really trying to say the SEC is better than the Big 12 or anything like that. It is just mainly the No. 6 team in the nation versus the No. 8 team in the nation. The overall big thing is that we have a chance to be top five going into next season. We are very happy to be in this situation.”

On toughness of playing in SEC: “You can say that in the SEC every week you have a chance to get beat. You have a chance to go out and blow someone out. It is all about your mindset. The mindset we have for this game is like any other game in the SEC even though we are going against the Big 12. We just want to come out and play our best game.”
On own personal journey through his injury this season: “After the Alabama game injury to my forearm, it was a major shock to me. I went home and prayed about it. I watched my team have a lot of ups and downs and struggle. But overall I stayed mentally into the game and mentally with the players on the field and tried my best to help them the best way I can. It has worked out for the best. I came back the last three games in the season knowing we had a chance to play for the national championship against LSU. We really didn’t get that done. But here we are in Dallas at Cowboys Stadium to play here in the Cotton Bowl.”

On Kansas State offense and Collin Klein: “Their style of offense reminds me of the Cam Newton package they had last year at Auburn. They are very patient. They read the defense. They are going to hit the holes they are required to hit. They aren’t going to force anything. They are going to take what you give them. They are going to eat the clock, go down the field and try to score. It is our job to try and stop them.” 

S TRAMAIN THOMAS
On importance of defenses in this game: “I think it is going to come down to the defenses and who makes the most plays on defense. Obviously both offenses get a lot of attention and it is deserved, but I think the game will come down to the defenses and who steps up the most.”

On facing Kansas State QB Collin Klein: “We just have to rally to the ball. Collin (Klein) is a very good runner. He is big. He is very athletic. We just have to have a lot of hats to the ball and not let him get extra yards and not let him break too many tackles.

“As a competitor you look forward to playing guys like him. I definitely think it is a great challenge for our defense.”
On transition with Coach Paul Haynes as defensive coordinator: “I think our transition has gone great with Coach (Paul) Haynes. He has taught us a lot through these couple of weeks. I think we have been growing closer as a team and as a secondary since he came.”
On Kansas State wide receivers: “They have a great receiving corps. I’m not real  familiar with their names, but I am familiar with their numbers. They are great receivers, they get overlooked a little bit. As a secondary we notice the talent they have and the problems that they can cause. I definitely think we will be ready for their receiving corps. We definitely are not overlooking those guys.”

On opportunity to make a defensive statement in Cotton Bowl: “I definitely think this is a statement game. We haven’t come out and played as well as we wanted to or should have in the big games this year. I definitely think this is a game we can re-write that. So a lot of our guys on our team know that and we are ready for the challenge. We are ready to go out there and show the world what we are about.”

S / LB JERICO NELSON

On playing in Cowboys Stadium: “I like it. For the past couple of years, I have been there once a year. We are undefeated there in my time here and we are trying to make sure we finish that way.”

On importance of win in the Cotton Bowl: “Like everyone has been saying, we want to win the game Friday. To come out and get a win on national television would be great. And to end the season in the top five would be great for this program heading into next year.” 
On whether there should be a college football playoff: “No. Because if there is a playoff it will be harder for the other teams that didn’t make the top 25 then they wouldn’t have any bowl games to go to. Teams that wouldn’t make a playoff and would have made a bowl game, wouldn’t make a bowl game. So they would be home even if they won six games. So I think having bowls is a pretty good deal because teams that had a pretty good year still get to go to a bowl game and have a great experience.”

On whether all other activities during a bowl week are distractions: “I say it is a distraction, but at the same time if you are focused on the goal that you really want to get accomplished you will find a way to get that goal accomplished. Because at the end of the day for players, once you hit the field all the rest of the stuff, personal problems, has to wait. Because once you are on this field you dedicate your time to the team. And that is something we have been working on since January when we first started with conditioning. When you bring it up with the team it really hits home on why we are here and what we are here to do.” 

LB JERRY FRANKLIN
On Coach Paul Haynes transition: “Coach Haynes has done a great job just coming in and for being here just for a month did a great job picking up the terminology. We didn’t really have to change much to fit him to the older guys. He just kind of learned the terminology for us.”
On whether you feel an obligation to try and represent the SEC in the game: “Most definitely. Any SEC team who is playing another conference, we need to represent the conference and make the conference look good. If you are an SEC team, you have to take pride in it. Everybody believes the SEC is the most dominant conference in the nation and we believe that to. So when you are playing outside the conference everyone is going to gun for us and try to prove a point.”
On Kansas State QB Collin Klein and how he compares to other quarterbacks you have played: “We play a lot of dual threat quarterbacks but they all do different things. He does a great job of what he does. They do a great job of running the ball. He does a great job of making you pay if you aren’t disciplined. Especially if you aren’t disciplined and you run gaps in the passing game, he is able to make plays, get his team off the ball, keep the chains moving and keep the clock rolling.” 
DE JAKE BEQUETTE

On journey of this senior class and the defense in the last four years: “It has been a lot of fun this journey you referred to. We started out as freshmen in 2008, not playing particularly well. We took some lumps and played against some great teams and some great offenses. But we have really come together the past four years. We have really improved as a unit. We really have grown together through the ups and downs.”

On Kansas State QB Collin Klein: “He is a big powerful guy. He runs their offense very well. We kind of like to say he is the engine that makes the car of the offense go. It starts and ends with him. And if we are going to have a chance to be successful, we have to contain him on the running downs and the play action passes as well.”
On Klein’s toughness: “Obviously if you play 12 games of Big 12 football, take that kind of a pounding and keep coming, you are going to be a pretty tough guy. He does a great job of just leaving their offense. It is going to be a great challenge for us.”

On season and coming so close to playing for a national championship: “It was a bitter pill to swallow to not be in the championship game. We had our chances to be there definitely, but it was a special season. This season could have gone one of two directions. I was really proud of the leaders on our team, not just our defense but the offense as well, and our coaching staff for sticking together and scratching out 10 wins no matter how they came.” 

On the matchup of the SEC and the Big 12: “I don’t think there are any other SEC and Big 12 matchups (in the bowl games) so I guess we will be deciding the bragging rights between the two conferences this year. It is always an honor to play in such a great game like the Cotton Bowl and against such a great conference as the Big 12.”
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